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A Message from our Founder

ver the years it has become more difficult to keep count

of homeless youth and young adults. There isn’t enough
manpower to accurately count the number of people who are doubling
and tripling up in inadequate housing situations, nor the amount of
people who at any time are about to be evicted from their homes. Not
to mention those who are considered unsheltered, are in transitional
housing programs or are living in shelters like Pax Christi. Due to the
exponential rise in homelessness as well as the drug and alcohol
epidemic our young ones are facing, we are filled to capacity with an
extensive waiting list.

These youth present a tremendous and complex challenge and a
great responsibility FOR ALL LONG ISLANDERS! Fortunately, there is
Hope House Ministries which provides a loving and compassionate
environment for thousands of teenagers, who have gone on to lead
productive lives.

Since April 1980, this bi-county, not-for-profit, community-based
ministry has dedicated itself to providing comprehensive and
competent residential and counseling assistance to thousands of
adolescents, individuals and families in crisis. In addition, hundreds
of schools throughout the state have benefited from a Wellness
Seminar which educates students, teachers, school administrators
and parents in understanding peer pressure, drug and alcohol abuse
and teenage suicide.

Hope House Ministries is effective because unlike state and county
facilities, which only offer a band-aid approach to these challenges,
Hope House Ministries offers a holistic approach. Together, the staff
and volunteers have created an empowering sense of family and
community that are the change agents, helping young people grow
in self-discipline, critical thinking, problem solving skills and personal
responsibility.

We have accomplished these tasks with minimal financial assistance
from federal, state or county agencies, saving the taxpayer thousands
of dollars each year. We depend on the generosity of private
contributions, fundraising events and corporate donations.

Hope House Ministries celebrates your giftedness and willingness to
give others who struggle, a second chance to live again. It is a tapestry
of life, compassion and brotherhood, rooted in a heart that speaks of
justice and peace for all.

With heartfelt thanks,

Fr. Francis Pizzarelli, SMM, LCSW-R, ACSW, DCSW
Executive Director-Founder/CEO, The Ministry for Hope, Inc.
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Statement of Mission

The Mission of Hope House Ministries is founded in the spirit of
St. Louis de Montfort, who had a commitment to the poor and the
courage to do what no one else had the courage to do.

This is our mission: To provide compassionate, comprehensive and
competent care for the poor, the marginal and the wounded among
us. This commitment is woven in the Gospel vision that all life is
sacred and every human person is unique and has the right to be
respected and protected. Specifically, we are committed to young
people and families in crisis, pregnant women and mothers and
babies in crisis and all other wounded people within our society, who
are seen as abandoned and neglected. Thus, we seek to be men
and women of hope in a world of shattered dreams.

Agency Overview

Founded in April 1980, what began as a 10-bed facility providing
compassionate crisis intervention for young men aged 16 to 21,
has expanded to a multi-faceted agency encompassing counseling,
educational and residential assistance for individuals and families
in crisis!

Hope House Ministries now offers services through multiple outreach
programs that focus on restoring hope to the lives of those less
fortunate, while all services remain free of charge. An important part
of the success of our ministry has been the generosity of individuals
and businesses who, in sharing our mission, have selflessly offered
their volunteer and monetary assistance.
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Words of Hope/Ministry Testimonials ~ Two Lives Transformed

clearly remember the first day | heard about Father

Frank and “Hope House”. It was my 35th birthday and

| had taken time out of my busy drug-dealing schedule
to have lunch with my mother and father in NYC. We were in a coffee
shop across the street from Penn Station; it was late May and summer
was in full effect. They were close to tears and begged me to come
back to Long Island with them because they felt they were losing
me. “There’s a place in Port Jeff, run by a priest. It's not like other
rehabs. You can actually stay there indefinitely, go back to school, and
reclaim your life.” | didn’t have a life. | had stopped living long ago.
| was a daily IV crystal meth user living on the streets of Manhattan
and had no intention of going to rehab. After all, | had already done
the rehab thing, numerous times, and it just did not work. Did | ever
think I'd be the face of addiction? No way. After all, | came from a
loving family; my father was a social worker that dealt with addiction
on a daily basis. | graduated High School in the top 10% of my class;
| was in the church folk group as a kid, played the piano, was an
awesome gymnast. | was in an Off-Broadway play at 23 years old.
| had everything the world would say was a recipe for success. And
frankly, | always thought of people that did drugs as losers. | told my
parents that | would think about it and walked out of the coffee shop.
| made my way up 7th Avenue with a pocketful of meth and heart full of
sadness. The ‘moment of clarity’ passed me by. | never stopped using
long enough to face the wreckage | was creating around me. | missed
my grandmother’s funeral, my sister's wedding, the birth of my niece;
one important event after another. Life went on and | continued on my
path of self-destruction.

Less than a year later | was arrested in Palm Springs, CA, by the DEA.
| was facing up to 10 years in prison. Now | had plenty of time to look
at myself. | wrote to Father Frank from my prison cell in downtown
Manhattan, poured out my life to him. He responded and said | could
come to Hope House. Unfortunately, my judge felt that jail was what |
deserved. | was sentenced to 36 months in Federal Prison. | survived.
| stayed clean. | started seeking God. | rebuilt family relationships. |
began to find myself. After my release | was sent to a halfway house in
the Bronx. Entering society again was a shock that | was not prepared
for but | did my best. | got a job at the Central Park Zoo. | started
attending self-help meetings. | kept in touch with my probation officer,
who wanted me to succeed. | thought | was doing well. | wanted to go
back to school but didn’t even know where to start. | wanted so badly
to stay sober but between work, bills, meetings and parole, | found
little time to feed my soul. | got overwhelmed. | gave up on myself. |
went back to what | knew how to do best. | relapsed. | was devastated.
But that’s the reality of addiction. A person who has spent years and

2

years of daily drug use has to be patient and surrounded by support.
Addiction doesn’t just go away.

| spent another disastrous two years in hell, this time on the run from
parole. There were numerous overdoses; | woke up in emergency
rooms all over NYC barely even knowing my name. | did any kind of
drug I could get my hands on, substances that would make a chemist
cringe. | spent every waking moment looking over my shoulder, waiting
for ‘them’ to get me. Inevitably | got caught and arrested again. |
spent 3 months in prison wishing | were dead, wondering how this had
happened again. On the night before my sentencing, my dad urged me
to write to Father Frank again. | thought it was pointless since he would
never get my letter in time, but | did it anyway. My judge got sick and
my sentencing was pushed back a week. Is that odd or God? Father
Frank got my letter and accepted me into the program. This time the
judge agreed. And on September 11, 2015, | arrived in handcuffs at
Hope House Ministries, where my life began anew.

| vividly remember meeting Father Frank that night for the first time.
His office looked like a cyclone had hit it. He had a grin on his
face and said, “Well, you finally made it here.” He suggested that
| figure out what | wanted to do with my life and ‘WE’ would find a
way to make that happen. ‘WE’ was a word long removed from my
vocabulary. | saw life as a solitary journey with everyone in the world
out for themselves. The only thing that could have saved me was to be
placed in an environment that had the polar opposite view. And that
is exactly what Hope House is. Immediately, | was hit with love, from
every direction. The staff is hard working and dedicated, and that is
an understatement. There are volunteers aplenty that fill numerous
roles. They cook dinner, they run groups, they teach, they donate;
they give and give and give. | needed to be submerged in a world of
service in order to believe that there was still good ‘out there’. | took
suggestions, | listened, and | realized right away that | was being
given the opportunity of a lifetime. | rekindled my passion for music,
which addiction had almost robbed me of. | started praying as if my
life depended on it. | became part of a community, something | never
knew before.

Fast-forward 4+ years. | am still sober; including cigarettes, which
alone is a miracle. | am a full-time voice major at Suffolk Community
College and | was helped every step of the way to make that dream
a reality. | am part of The HIMS, a musical group full of incredibly
talented people that reside here. We sing at mass and our music is
having an impact on so many lives. | am an active member of AA where
| am taught to help others. | am a son, a brother and a friend. And |
have only just begun.



iving with 40 men with the same personality is a
challenge and an adventure but | am proud to call
Hope House my home; and | am forever grateful to
Father Frank, Charlie Russo, and every single person that helps bring
Hope House Ministries to life. There’s just nowhere else like it.

—

—_—

My life to some may seem like one filled with sadness, but today |
can see that my life, although filled with hardships, is an absolute
blessing. My childhood was filled with joy and overall positivity. | grew
up on Long Island in a loving family consisting of one older brother,
one younger sister, and a mother and father who were both present
throughout my life. | had every opportunity a child should have. |
loved all sports growing up but played soccer mostly. I also practiced
Martial Arts from the age of 5 to 18, and earned my black belt at 9
years old, earning me the title of the youngest black belt in New York
State at the time. | was a good student and an overall disciplined kid
growing up. | accomplished everything | set my mind to. | had great
girlfriends, even better friends, and the best family a child can ask
for. | attended Church every weekend with my family, and even went
to Catholic school until fourth grade. On the outside | seemed to be
a happy, healthy person but looking back, | had always felt a void. |
can’t remember when | first felt it, but | can remember its presence in
my teenage years.

At 18 years old | was diagnosed with cancer. The most troubling part
of being diagnosed with the deadly disease was my lack of feeling
towards the diagnosis. | can remember this feeling of indifference
when being told | had cancer and accepting death. Looking back,
this was the defining moment for the years to come in my life. Instead
of sharing my feelings with my family, | acted tough, never cried and
did everything the doctors asked of me without question. It seemed
everyone around me wanted me to live more than | did myself.
Unfortunately, in America, health insurance isn’'t the greatest, so my
parents did everything they could to help pay for my treatment. My
father campaigned for donations from his fellow union members,
collecting thousands of dollars to help pay for my treatment. After four
surgeries and years of treatment, it seemed | was going to live after
all. The problem was | had forgotten how to live and found comfort
in the prescription pills | was given after my surgeries. This “comfort”
eventually spiraled into an addiction to heroin. The addiction took me
to places | never imagined. | became someone | despised, which led
me further into my addiction. Everyone around me loved me, but | had
lost the love | once had for myself. Eventually my girlfriend at the time
left me. | lost my job and isolated myself from all those who loved me.
The further | fell into my addiction, the lonelier | felt.

After several overdoses, | found myself in a psych ward on Christmas
Eve 2013, wondering how this could have happened to me. My
parents did not know what to do. After trying everything they could,

my father reached out to one of his high school football teammates,
Charlie Russo, who dropped everything he was doing to meet with
me. Charlie explained to me what the program of Hope House was
and it all sounded great to me at the time, except for the 18-month
part. | argued with him for a bit and explained | could not stay for
18 months. | instead spent the next couple of years trying every
other short-term rehab around, even traveling to treatment centers
in Queens and Brooklyn. | accomplished getting clean several times
but was never able to stay clean. In November 2015, Charlie once
again took time out of his busy schedule to meet with me, a complete
stranger, offering his help. He explained the same program to me,
but this time | was desperate enough to do anything. A month later,
on December 23, 2015, | came to Hope House. It happened to be the
day we moved into the friary. | can remember thinking to myself how
beautiful the place was, and how different it was from any other place
I've been to. The first thing that was asked of me when | arrived was to
write three things down on an index card that | wanted for Christmas.
After seeing the confused look on my face, it was then explained to me
that Father Frank would like to buy me gifts for Christmas. | knew right
then and there that Hope House was radically different from any other
place around. The next day on Christmas Eve | attended Christmas
Magic, one of the many
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| immediately trusted
everyone here at Hope
House and began to
open up and finally let
people in to help me. |
can honestly say that is all | did; the rest was done by Father Frank,
Charlie Russo and the countless workers, volunteers, and benefactors
that contribute to this wonderful place.

be.” This is the gift that
Hope House has afforded

us al,...”

Hope House not only saved my life, but my older brother's as well.
He has recently graduated the academy, and as he said at his
commencement, he “has become the man he has always wanted to
be.” This is the gift that Hope House has afforded us all, to become

Cont’d. on pg. 7
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Hope House Ministries provides hope, care and compassion
to nearly 2,000 individuals in need each month.

The Community House

Since its founding in 1980, the Community House with 10 beds
has grown to a 30-bed house that provides a compassionate
approach to crisis intervention and a residential community for
homeless young people in need. The program serves primarily
youth between the ages of 16 and 21 years. It offers a creative
living space where a young person can grow and develop.

Hope Academy at Little Portion Friary

A long-term non-traditional residential treatment program for
addiction (minimum 12-18 months).

Pax Christi Hospitality Center

This twenty-five bed emergency center for men over 16,
provides those in need on Long Island a compassionate,
temporary residence offering three components: shelter and
food, human needs and services, advocacy and networking.

Project Hope Il

Project Hope II, under the aegis of the Pax Christi Hospitality
Center, is a program specifically designed to serve the chronic
homeless population, people who are underserved and serve
as a response for community concerns.

The Human Services Center

Staffed by a host of highly qualified professional counselors,
the Human Services Center serves thousands of adults and
young people in the course of a year. Included in the counseling
services are individual, marital and family counseling,
addiction counseling including alcoholism, co-dependency,
eating disorders and sexual abuse. The center also serves as
a meeting place for various therapy groups and several twelve-
step programs.

The Sr. Jean Beagan, O.P. Family

and Children’s Center

The Family and Children’s Center of Hope House Ministries is
dedicated to the growth and development of children. It does
this by enhancing the ability of parents to provide opportunities
for children to live, love and work with a sense of mutual well-
being.
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Montfort Therapeutic Residence/
Our Lady of Peace Academy

This program, which began in 2007, is an intensive therapeutic
treatment facility for children ages 11-18 who find themselves
caught in the family court system. These children come to us
at a time of great crisis in their young lives and we provide
them with a healthy, stable environment, a school program,
individual counseling, group dynamics and educational and
recreational outings. Its greatest gift is providing aftercare
services when a young person returns home.

St. Louis de Montfort Academy

Montfort Academy is our free standing alternative junior-senior
high school. Individualized instruction and private tutoring are
provided by qualified teachers according to each student’s
needs. Montfort Academy’s staff consists of a principal and
volunteer teachers.

Wisdom House

A residence designated for long-term needs of both men
and women, 21 years of age and older, who find themselves
in a situation of crisis or homelessness and are in need of
a semi-structured living environment. The goal of Wisdom
House is to help the individual make a transition into a state
of independent living.

Siena House

Siena House is a home for women and women with children,
21 years and older, who have suffered from domestic violence
and/or are in crisis or transition. This program offers a safe,
supportive environment while empowering women to move
toward independent living and permanent housing.

St. Maximilian Kolbe Outpatient

Addictions Treatment Center

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Outpatient Addictions Treatment

Center provides comprehensive outpatient services for

people motivated to enter and sustain recovery. Through

individual and group counseling sessions, each day
struggling addicts reclaim their lives.




THE MINISTRY FOR HOPE, INC. BALANCE SHEET - MARCH 31, 2019

WITHOUT DONOR
RESTRICTIONS WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS
MONTFORT
OPERATING FUND  THERAPEUTIC PAX CHRISTI ENDOWMENT
RESIDENCE SHELTER FUND TOTAL ALL FUNDS
ASSETS
Cash 5 253,991 & 51,777 & 70,187 S 67,777 5 443,732
Marketable securities 110,096 324,448 434,544
Contract/Grant revenue receivable, net of allowance of
513,540 47,579 240,538 129,449 417,566
Pledges Receivable 10,875 10,875
Prepaid expenses 57,898 26422 84,320
Property and equipment at cost, less accumulated
depreciation of 1,355,728 1,262,774 249,825 84,476 1,597,075
Loan/Lease costs, net of accumulated amortization of
520,882 1,579 1,579
Total Assets S 1,733,917 $ 568,562 & 284,112 § 403,100 $ 2,989,691
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable & accrued expenses 5 31,680 § 38,544 S 22,987 5 93,211
Mortgages payable 593,066 593,066
Note payable 250,000 250,000
Due to DSS 176,427 176,427
Total Liabilities 874,746 214,971 22,987 1,112,704
Net Assets 859,171 353,591 261,125 403,100 1,876,987
Liabilities and Net Assets $ 1,733,917 $ 568,562 $ 284,112 $ 403,100 $ 2,989,691
PUBLIC SUPPORT
Contributions S 818,918 S 2,360 S 821,278
Grants & contracts 519,186 1,188,457 685,572 2,393,215
Fundraising 1,169,626 316,356 1,485,982
Dividend income 8,771 14,804 23,575
Donated & In-Kind contributions 487,619 487,619
Net assets released from restrictions 2,859,438 (1,193,022) (640,454) (1,025,962}
Total Public Support S 5,863,558 § {4,565) 47,478 (694,802) $ 5,211,669
EXPENSES
PROGRAM SERVICES:
Community services 52,108,071 2,108,071
Counseling services 624,966 624,966
Montfort Therapeutic Residence 1,201,337 1,201,337
Pax Christi Hospitality Center 756,504 756,504
Total Program Services 5 4,690,878 5 4,690,878
SUPPORTING SERVICES:
Management and general 276,298 276,298
Fundraising 698,381 698,381
Total Supporting Services 974,679 974,679
Total Expenses S 5,665,557 $ 5,665,557
Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets Before Other ltems 198,001 {4,565) 47,478 (694,802) {453,388)
OTHER ITEMS
Unrealized/Realized Gain on Securities 2,154 34,010 36,164
Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets 200,155 {4,565) 47,478 (660,792) (417,724)
Net Assets, beginning of year 659,016 358,156 213,647 1,063,892 2,294,711
Net Assets, end of year S 859,171 $ 353,591 S 261,125 § 403,100 $ 1,876,987
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Your Dollars at Work in 2019

S

Il Community Services ................ 37%
[] Youth Services........................ 21%
[] Hospitality Center ................... 14%
B Fundraising........................... 12%
[ Counseling Services ................. 11%
[ Management............................ 5%

Words of Hope - Cont’d. from page 3

the best versions of ourselves. Today | am clean for over
four years, and have finally found out who | am. | am a
compassionate, loving, strong man who enjoys helping others.
For the first time in my life | am optimistic about my future
and have worthwhile goals to achieve. | have obtained my
bachelor's degree in Social Sciences from St. Joseph’s
College. | am currently employed by Hope House Ministries
working as a child care worker at Montfort Therapeutic
Residence and couldn’t be happier. | finally found what | was
looking for my entire life here at Hope House, and that is what
every human longs for, a purpose. My purpose today is to help
those in need as others have helped me.

Siena House -
An Expression of Gratitude
~ Written by a past resident

wish to express my appreciation to Father

Frank, the staff of Siena House and Hope House

Ministries. When | came to Siena House | was
a completely broken person. At Siena House | became part
of a family. The staff gave me hope, unconditional love,
acceptance, encouragement and so much more. The love,
loyalty and support | received is beyond measure. Siena
House became my home -- a warm, loving, caring home. The
staff at Siena House wanted to see me succeed and guided
me on the path to do so. | am forever grateful to the Siena
House staff. Especially to a particular “Angel” who God was
S0 gracious enough to place in my path. This Angel is a true
gift / blessing from God. | truly do not know where life would
have landed me if it were not for her being my “rock.” | also
have to express much gratitude to Father Frank. Father Frank
is a kind and caring man. He is also a true blessing / gift
from God. He took the time to care about me, help me and
guide me. Without Father Frank | truly do not know where
| would be today. Thank you Father Frank, Siena House and
Hope House Ministries staff for everything. Words cannot
express how grateful | am to ALL of you for all you have done
for me. | will be forever grateful and you will be forever in my
heart.

A Summary Financial Report for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2019

appears on these pages. Much love and appreciation.

Complete Financial Statements, together with the report of our auditors,
Stewart Gelman & Associates, are available from Hope House Ministries’
Central Office.



How You Can Help

Chain of Hope

Join the Hope House Ministries Chain of Hope and “be a link to their future” with monthly,
quarterly or one-time gifts in support of the Ministries’ multiple outreaches. Contact the
Development Department at (631) 473-8796 for a supply of remittance envelopes or
to make a donation via a credit card. You may also visit our website at www.hhm.org to
give online.

Fundraising Events

Participate in one or more of our “fun”draising events. Please see our website at www.hhm.
org for a list of upcoming events; this information can also be found in our tri-annual New
Horizons newsletter. To have your name added to our mail list, please call the Development
Department at (631) 473-8796 or email us at hhmdevelop@optonline.net.

Living Tribute Program

Honor a loved one by acknowledging a special occasion (birthday, wedding, anniversary,
etc.) or the loss of a loved one through our Living Tribute Program with a gift donated by a
friend, relative or associate. Tribute cards acknowledging your thoughtfulness will be sent
to the honoree or family of the deceased. Donations may be made through our website at
www.hhm.org or by calling the Development Department at (631) 473-8796.

Planned Giving

Do you have a life insurance policy that you no longer need? Are you in the process of
finalizing your last will and testament? If so, considering a gift to Hope House Ministries
that will live on in perpetuity may be a great way to realize your charitable giving goals
while helping the thousands in need that we serve each month. For information on
these and other planned giving options, please contact the Development Department
at (631) 473-8796.

The Trust in Divine Providence

Gift Annuity Program at Hope House Ministries

The Trust in Divine Providence Gift Annuity Program may be the right solution for achieving
your charitable goals while benefitting from consistent income. Contact Keith Deisner in
our Development Department at 314-662-2877 or by email at hhmkeith@optonline.net to
learn more.

Wish List

On your own or join with family and friends to provide items from our Wish List. Below are
items that Hope House Ministries is in need of throughout our outreaches. If you are able
to donate any of these items, please call the Development Department at (631) 473-8796.

[d  Bath Towels (new or gently used) 1 Fabric Softener 1 Shaving Cream
4 Cleaning Products 1 Facial Tissues 1 Soap
1 Coffee - Keurig K-cups 1 Garbage Bags - 13 gal. & 39 gal. (1 Sponges
4 Combs 1 Kitchen Towels (1 Tea - Tea Bags or Keurig K-cups
4 CopyPaper8-1/2x 11 1 Liquid Hand Soap (1 Toilet Paper
1 Deodorant - Men’s & Women’s 1 Men’s Clothing (1 Toothbrushes
1 Detergent - Pods only please d Men’s Socks d  Trial-size Toothpaste/Shampoo/
[ Dishwashing Liquid O Napkins Conditioner
[ Disposable Bowls O Notebooks L Twin Blankets, Sheets &
[d  Disposable Cups (hot & cold) 1 PaperTowels Pillowcases
[d  Disposable Plates d  Peanut Butter 1 Underwear - Men’s & Women'’s
[d  Disposable Razors- d  Plastic Tableware 4 Vacuums
Men's & Women'’s [ Real Silverware 4 Wash Cloths
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555th Daily Point of Light
President George H.W. Bush
September 6, 1991

“From now on in America, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others.”

1High Street / PO Box 358, Port Jefferson, NY 11777 - www.hhm.org

Administrative/Counseling Center:
(631) 928-2377 - (631) 473-6030 - Fax: (631) 473-5210

Development Office: (631) 473-8796 - Fax (631) 828-8818



